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Hackney is following in the 
footsteps of the notorious bor- 
oughs of Wandsworth and Hill- 
ingdon by deterring homeless 
people from claiming their 
rights to accommodation, and 
thereby reducing the numbers 
of families housed in tempor- 
ary accommodation in the bor- 
ough. 

In the past month, at least 
two homeless women, with their 
children, have left Hackney 
Housing Aid Centre in a very 
distressed state after rec- 
eiving humiliating treatment 
from the interviewing officers. 

Battered women, who cannot 
return home without threat of 
violence from the men they live 
with, are classed as homeless 
under the Housing (Homeless 
Persons) Act, and local auth- 
orities have a responsibility 
to provide them with at least 
temporary accommodation. They 
are in a vulnerable position, 
often with young children, and 
no income with which to seek 
private accommodation. They 
leave home in desperation be- 
cause they can tolerate the 
violence no longer. 

Janet and her two children, 
who lived on an estate in 
Hackney, contacted the Nat- 
ional Women's Aid Federation 
hoping to get a place ina 
refuge for battered women. At 
the moment there is no refuge 
in Hackney and after trying 
unsuccessfully to find her a 
place in one o the 29 const- 
antly overcrowded London re- 
fuges, Women's Aid referred 
her to Hackney Housing Aid 
Centre for temporary accommo- 
dation. Half an hour later, 
she phoned NWAF again in tears 





At 4pm on Thursday 17 July, 
Ahktar Abtab Baig, a 26 year 
old Pakistani accountant was 
fatally stabbed outside the 
offices of the Halifax Build- 
ing Society in High Street 
North, East Ham. Local 
black youth saw him attacked 
by a gang of four skinheads. 
He was brutally stabbed. 

‘When the youtn gathered 
at the scene of the crime 
to try and find out the iden- 
tity of the victim, the police 
threatened then with arrest. 
It took thirty minutes for 
an ambulance to arrive, and 
the police left the body 
on the street for 24 hours. 

Four white people (two male, 
two female) were arrested 
rearby by police. 

There was an immediate 
reaction in the Asian com 
unity. By early evening 
over a hundred people had 
gathered by the scene and 
they marched to Forest Gate 


Council 


turns 


away women 
and children 


from a call box, exhausted and 
humiliated. She had left the 
Centre after an interview 

with an officer. Luckily she 
was able to go temporarily to 
a refuge in Westminster. Other- 
wise, she would have had no 
option but to go back home, 
too upset to fight for her 
rights. 
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MOST OF THEM ACTUALLY 

ENJOY BEING HOMELESS.” 

A few weeks ago, a Lewisham 
woman was murdered by her hus- 
band. She too had left home, 
but had had to return because 
she was unable to find alter- 
native accommodation. 


So what is Hackney doing to 
fulfil its obligation towards 


PROTEST AFTE 


Police Station, to demand to 
know the identity of the 
murdered man. On arrival 
there they were told that 
the murder was not being 
treated as racist. Moreover 
the polictrefused to give 
out the name of the victim. 
As the marchers dispersed a 
man came out of a nearby 
pub and threatened same of 
them with a knife. The 
police took no action against 
him, and moved the marchers 
on. 

Qn Friday, local youth met 
and formed the Newham Youth 
Movement. They called a 
demonstration for the follow- 
ing day, Saturday. 

The response was very good. 
More than 1500 people set cut 
from Plashet Park, headed by 
black youth and the Asian 
commmity. They were acconp- 
anied by many local trades 
uionists and anti- racists, 
including local MPs Nigel 









battered women? A spokeswoman 
from Hackney Women's Aid said: 
"The refuge for battered women 
in Hackney has been closed 
since last October. It was a 
short-life house, and we had 
to dose it when the roof on 
the bathroom collapsed. Since 
then, the Housing Department 
has allocated a house for use 
as a refuge, but we can't open 
until they do some alterations 
for fire safety. We've now been 
waiting for seven months. 

“Women are contacting us 
almost daily asking for refuge, 
and we just can't help them. 
Al] the refuges in London are 
already overcrowded, and those 
in nearby boroughs have housed 
a large proportion of women 
from Hackney, but of course 
can't take all of them. It's 
really @ very desperate 
situation. 

"If women are given tempor- 
ary accommodation by Hackney, 
then it's in bed and breakfast 
hotels, where they must live 
for six months or more before 
being housed. This is obvious- 
ly unsuitable for women with 
small children, who are terr- 
ified of being discovered by 
their husband or the man 
they have been living with. 
Only a refuge can offer the 
security and support that 
they need. It's vital that 
a refuge in Hackney is opened 
very soon." 


RACE 


Spearing and Ron Leighton. 

During the march, tour peo- 
ple were arrested when they 
attempted to enter a house 
when racist abuse was shouted 
fran a top window. 


RELEASED 


Again, the focus shifted to 
Forest Gate Police Station 
where the four people were 
taken. The march refused to 
move from the station until 
they were released. It took 
nearly two hours of negotiat- 
ion for the four to came out. 

The march then moved on to 
West Ham Polic Station, wheres 
it was understood the murder 
enquiry was based. However 
a police cordon prevented 
the march reaching its goal, 
and more arrests were made. 
Finally the march returned to 
the scene of the murder on 
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Above: Tug of war at London 
Fields Festival - one day in 
July when the sun shone. 
Right: Balloons released at 
Stoke Newington Festival -~ 
one day when it didn't. 


Up and 
away! 


Dozens of kids were delighted 
at the Stoke Newington Fest- 
ival when the Hackney Housing 
Action Group released hundreds 
of balloons. 

They were released as a 
protest against the number 
of empty properties in the 
borough. Each balloon rep- 
resented 20 empty houses 
and people were asked to 
guess the total. 


DEATH 


High Street North, where 
prayers were said. 

Pickets will be mounted 
at Stratford Court on 4th, 
9th, llth and 14th August 
when those arrested on the 
march come to court. 

Meanwhile the four skinheads 
have been remanded on a charge 
of murder. They are aged 
between 15 and 17. It is 
understood that three of them 
attended an Eat Ham school 
which has a history of racist 
attacks on black pupils and 
teachers. 

There will be a much larger 
demonstration on Saturday 
2nd August, assembling at 
Plashet Park, Plashet 
Road, E6, at 2pm. Money is 

















INSIDE LEFT 
HACKNEY CND FORMS 


MORLEY HOUSE 
SMALLEY LATEST 


LONDON TRANSPORT 
HITS CRISIS AGAIN 


ST. LEONARD'S - 
AN ACUTE PROBLEM 


MOUTHWATERING EELS 
AND PIES 









urgently needed for the WHAT'S ON IN 

defence of those arrested on HACKNEY THIS MONT! 

the first march. Contact 

Newham Youth Movement, 241E BEYOND THE 
FRAGMENTS 


High Street North, 56 or Hack- 
ney CRE, 247 Mare Street, E8 
(986 4121). 





Photo: Ernie Greenwood 
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Right split gets 
Ellis the boot 


People don't think about the 
GLC\much, We -all know about 
Parliament - the braying of 
the animals down on the farm 
is now a common occurrence on 
radio or television news. And 
we know all about the local 
council - or those of us who 
read Inside Left every month 
do. Somewhere in the middle 
comes the GLC, whose members 
are sort of mini-MPs. Each of 
them sits for a constituency 
exactly equivalent to the Par- 
liamentary divisions. So in 
Hackney, we have, of course, 
three stalwart members of the 
Labour Party. And these pos- 
jtions are in the gift of the 
same bunch who select the MPs 
and local councillors. 

Now you will remember that 
I told you how easy it was to 
become a local councillor. In 
some parts of London, it is 
rather difficult to become a 
GLC member. There are, actually 
more suitable people willing 
to stand than there are 
places. Now this is not a very 
healthy state of affairs for 
the comrades from, for in- 
stance, Hackney Central Labour 
Party, who, you will recall, 
are not very keen on having the 
boat rocked. This sort of 
thing leads to votes and other 
unhealthy signs of democracy. 





AERTISEME: 





Not at all the proper way of 
doing things! 

So, imagine the surprise 
when they came to select the 
GLC candidate for next May's 
elections. The job belongs to 
Ellis Hillman, of whom it can 
justly be said, Ellis Who? 
Good old Ellis has had the 
Hackney Central seat since 
round about 1892. And there 
was another candidate. Dynamic 
left-winger John Carr. Ex- 
Hackney Council for Racial 
Equality officer, now employed 
by Hackney Council itself (no 
less). 

Well, they took a vote. And 
this is where something went 
wrong. Because there was a 
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split in the right, and some 
of them didn't vote for Hill- 
man. Jim Holland, for instance, 
newly promoted to a chair of 

a major committee of the Coun- 
cil, voted for Carr: What a 
turn-up. 

So Ellis is without a job. 
And he was nearly joined out 
in the wilderness by Margaret 
Morgan, who scraped in by one 
vote only over Gerry Ross, 
doyen of the Broad Left, in 
the selection procedure in 
Hackney South, 

= 





In Hackney North the situa- 
tion is rather different. The 
current GLC member is Ken Liv- 
ingstone, very vocal and very 
left. This means that he is 
trying to find a seat some- 
where else, That may sound a 
bit stupid, but it isn't. Not 
in terms of the struggle in- 
side the GLC Labour Group, 
anyway. This is delicately 
posed between left and right, 
and our Ken is trying to find 
another seat, presently occu- 
pied by a right-winger. Then, 
he will win that, and Hackney 
North will select some leftie 
(Labour Party chairperson Tony 
Millwood is the most likely) 
and there will be one more 
piece slotted into the Grand 
Design. This is to get Ken 
elected as leader of the 
group and then, presumably, 
leader of the GLC, which, they 
assume, will swing to Labour 
next May. So Ken Livingstone 
is trying to get in in Padd- 
ington and it will be fare- 
well to Hackney. (There won't 
be that many tears shed, 
either...) 

The GLC really should get 
much more attention than it 
does. The penchant for self- 
publicity of Tory idiots like 
Horace Cutler ("Stage the 
Olympics in Dockland") has 
meant that its affairs are 
quite well covered in London- 
wide papers like the Evening 
Standard and News. But how 
often do you read any serious 
political comment in the 
Gazette? Not very often, is 
the answer. So, some of 
Inside Left's highly trained 
team of moles has been deputed 
to dig deep around Coupty Hall. 
Major political issues will 
be sniffed out and brought to 
the surface. It won't just be 
at Hackney Labour Group meet- 
ings that the curtains will 
be twitching... 
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Protest and 
Survive 


Today we all face the growing 
possibility that in our life- 
time and that of our children 
we will be the victims of 
a nuclear holocaust. The 
terror of this knowledge is 
such that many push the pos- 
sibility into the subcon- 
scious - refusing even to 
think about it - and believ- 
ing that in any case we are 
helpless to do anything about 
it. 

There is little doubt that 
we are witnessing a drive to 
nuclear war by the West, par- 
ticularly in Britain. Recent 
decisions to update Polaris 
with US Trident missiles and 
to base 160 US Cruise missiles 
in Britain in 1982/3 were 
taken in secrecy by an inner 
group of senior ministers in 
a cabinet committee (MISC 7), 
the existence of which is 
not publicly admitted. The 
committee contains only five 
members - Margaret Thatcher, 
Lord Carrington, Geoffrey 
Howe, Francis Pym and William 
Whitelaw. Their decision 
was made in secrecy to pre- 
empt any attempt at Parlia- 
mentary or public debate. 
This is not simply Tory 
strategy, however, for no 
government has been prepared 
to allow open detate on 
defence. 

NATO has a first strike 

commitment and the decision 
to site Cruise missiles in 
Britain is part of its offen- 
sive - to make Britain an 
“unsinkable launching pad" 
for American missiles. The 
"launching pad" will be owned 
and operated by the USA. 
This means that if America 
plans a first strike on the 
Soviet Union, Britain would 
have no say and no power to 
resist such a decision. The 
resulting retaliation would 
mean Britain wiped off the 
world map. 

The terms “theatre war" 
and "limited war" are delib- 
erately used to quieten the 
doubts and fears in the 
European and British mind, 
and to make nuclear war more 
acceptable, implying that 
such a war would be contained 
and small-scale. In fact what 
such militarist jargon really 
means is that a nuclear war 
would be waged in Europe - 


Europe therefore becomes the 
“theatre” and a limited war’ 
becomes the obliteration of 
countries like Britain and 
cities like Rome or Bonn, To 
this end, the USA are employ- 
ing more missiles than ever 
in Europe. 

To "prepare" Britain for 
nuclear war the government 
have published “Protect And 
Survive", a ludicrous account 
of how a family could survive 
a nuclear attack by crawling 
under the stairs with a radio. 
The horrors of nuclear war 
are being deliberately played 
down - the suggestion made 
that there would be survivors 
- but can living with radia- 
tion sickness, burns or can- 
cers and the memory of the 
holocaust be called "survival"? 

We must never accept that 
thermo-nuclear war can be 
tolerated, nor that it is 
inevitable. We must not ex- 
pect a war and therefore 
Prepare for one. We have two 
years in which to prevent 
Cruise missiles coming to 
Britain. And it can be done. 
In Norway in 1978, a mass 
protest against the neutron 
bomb, involving over half 
that country's population 
was enough to keep that 
weapon out of Europe. 

The Dutch, Belgians and 
West Germans have already 
begun mass disarmament and 
No Cruise Campaigns - the 
Japanese trades unions have 
collected more than 25 mil- 
lion signatures towards the 
worldwide target of one bill- 
ion. Britain must do the 
same. Our future depends on 
it. 

Hackney CND has recently 
been formed to build a mass 
campaign throughout Hackney. 
Speakers are available from 
the group to talk informally 
to neighbourhood groups, 
mother and toddler clubs, 
trade union branches, women's 
groups, residents’ and ten- 
ants' associations, church 
clubs, scouts, schools, etc. 
«+. in fact, anyone who 
wants to know more. 

If you wish to join HCND 
or wish to know more details, 
contact Sylvia Ball, Secretary 
Hackney CND, 137 Graham Rd., 
E8, tel 254 2694. 





CENSORED? 


With no “lone Tory" Joe Loben- 
stein in the Council chamber 
(rumour had it he had gone to 
Moscow to the Olympics) there 
was not much excitement at the 
July Council meeting. However, 
Hackney People's Press was 
mentioned again at Question 
Time, when Keith Lichman 
asked why some libraries had 
been told not to put the fear- 
less organ on display. Steve 
Scott, chair of the libraries 
committee, aSsured him that 
there was no political censor- 
ship in Hackney, and that HPP 
was freely available in read- 
ing rooms. In fact, they were 
now taking 21 copies every 
tmonth (thanks, folks:). In 
some smal] libraries, he 
added, no papers were dis- 
played, and the public had to 
ask for them. This might be 
the problem. 

Keith Lichman was unrepent- 
ant. He had been told by a 
worker in one library that 
they were not to display HPP. 


There the situation had to 
rest, apart from a joke from 
Deputy Leader John Kotz. (We 
name the names.) "Surely," he 
asked, "even in the smaller 
libraries, some space could be 
found for Hackney People's 
Press in the fiction section." 
How they roared: Now, that 
was a funny one! 

A little earlier, Keith 
Lichman had put up another 
black spot when he had inter- 
rupted the jollity of sending 
a ceremonial badge saying, 
“Keep the Olymptcs in Moscow" 
to Joe Lobenstein by suggesting 
that they should also be given 
to Miles Leggett and Les Lay- 
ward, Labour councillors who 
had voted with Lobenstein's 
motion in the debate the pre- 
vious month. "Cheap! Typical!" 
were the comments thrown back 
at Lichman from the Labour 
front bench. In fact the mut- 
tering hardly stopped for a 
full 30 seconds. 
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Morley House 
Madne 





Morley House, Cazenove 
Road, Upper Clapton, was 
built in 1936 and consists of 
120 flats in a five-story, 
Single block estate. A part 
of the Hackney Borough Pre- 
War Estates Improvement Pro- 
gramme, rehabilitation work 
is scheduled to commence in 
Noverber. 

All the council tenants 
were moved out between 1978 
and autum 1979, and the 
estate was left almost com 
pletely enpty. 

In Novenber 1979 the 
first squatters started to 
move in, even though vandal- 
ism and thieving had reduced 
the building to a dilapidated 
eyesore. 


LICENCE PLEA 


By February 1980 approxim- 
ately 80 flats were occupied 
and some residents approached 
Hackney Community Housing 
Resource Centre to ask about 
licensing the house. (A licer 
ce to occupy premises does 
not imply tenancy as such but 
makes the occupation author- 
ised by the Council.) 

They suggested a direct 
approach to the Council, and 
three Council Officers were 
invited to visit the estate 
and talk to same of the res- 
idents. These officers sub- 
mitted a report to the 
Housing Management Conmittee 
on 31st March this year, and 
suggested the granting of a 
license through Hackney 
Commmity Housing (HCH) . ‘he 
Committee however, rejected 
the recamendations and 
decided to evict the 
residents - offering the 
property to HCH as short 
term housing instead. 


HCH LETTER 


In response to this dec- 
isio HCH wrote a letter to 
the Council recommending 
that they license the exist- 
ing residents through HCH. 
Their reasons for this were: 


* Money could be raised 


through HCH and rents to pay 
for improvements to the 


property. 





* Licensing as a co-operatie 
would give stability and 
cohesion to the scheme. 


* At the teminaticn of the 
licence the organisation of 
getting all the residents to 
leave would be made easier. 


* By charging rents the Coun- 
cil would receive rates of 
£5,000 per annum. 


* They would be preventing 
deterioration of the property 
through vandalism and neglect. 


* Short-life housing liten- 
ees are the best way of pre- 
venting the wastage of usable 
property. 


At the moment there are 2,500 
empty houses in Hackney, while 
there are 30,000 hareless 
people in Londm. 


IMPASSE 


HCH said they would only 
accept Morley House as part 
of their co-operative with the 
existing residents, and would 
not accept it if these resi- 
dents were evicted. And so 
an impasse was reached. 

Meanwhile the residents 
decided to organise them- 
selves better. They held 
weekly meetings, formed them- 
selves into an Association, 
cleared up rubbish, and met 
a number of councillors to 
discuss the matter. They also 
formally presented a deputa- 
tion to the Housing Manage- 
ment Committee asking once 
again for a licence, The 


principal points they made, 
which apply to all organised 
squatting of empty council 
property, were: 


Picture HCH Photo Group 


eee 
1. The residents were home- 
less people making use of 
property which would other- 
wise be left empty. 


2. ‘They would undertake to 
leave the property when the 
Council actually required it 
for building. 


3. They would prevent the 
further degeneration of the 
building through vandalism 
and neglect. 


DELAYED 


This deputation was something 
of a success. The previous 
decision to evict was over- 
ruled and the matter referred 
to the Policy Group for 
further discussion. When the 
matter was voted on, however, 
the councillors in favour of 
granting a licence were out- 
numbered , and the decision 
to evict was again upheld. 

‘A compromise was reached, 
however, and the Council 
agreed not to serve a poss- 
ession order until such 
time as they need the prem- 
ises for rehabilitation work. 
The Council's condition was 
that when the order is 
served the tenants leave 
without causing a nuisance. 

Although the Council 
applied for a possession 
order in the High Court om 
31st July, it has been 
suggested that they have no 
intention of starting any 
work on the building 
before next spring. Even then 
it is doubtful if there will 
be any money available. 

Until then, over 200 single, 
otherwise hameless, people 
have samewhere to live. 





by QUANGO 
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RISING 
DAMP IN 


SMALLEY 
AFFAIR 


"Other estates have just as 
many problems, and it's about 
time that Smalley Road took 
its place among al] the other 
Problem estates." It's a won- 
der that with views like this, 
Councillor Mick Andrews is 
not still the chairperson of 
the Council Housing Develop- 
ment Committee. Although he 
was fired in May, he still 
leapt to his feet from the 
backbenches during the Council 
meeting to admit, in effect, 
that nearly all the houses 
built in the borough over the 
last few years face the same 
Problems as those well pub- 
Ticised on Smalley. 


bad design 


Some Smalley tenants have 
faced continual dampness and 
condensation since they moved 
into the brand new estate 
four years ago. The design 
and building work were critic- 
ised in a secret report spec- 
ially commissioned by indep- 
entent consultants, and a 
joint tenant-council panel 


PREDICTED 
HIBBERD 


As expected, the new tenants 
representative on the Housing 
Management Committee of the 
Council is Barry Hibberd, 
husband of Councillor Linda 
Hibberd, who is herself the 
daughter of two other council- 
lors, Bob and Matilda Owen. 
Barry has pooh-poohed the 
ridiculous notion that he is 
therefore some sort of 
stooge, put up by the ruling 
clique on the Council. He 
told the Gazette: "I am 
quite capable of thinking for 
myself and standing up for 
what I believe is just and 
fair. Housing and local 
government adminstration is 
something that I have exper- 
ience of and would not find 
baffling and complex." 

The candidate put up by 
the Federation of Hackney 
Tenants’ Associations, Alan 
Ingrey, was defeated by 25 
votes to 19. This was after 
the election had been post- 
poned from its original date 
in May, when the Federation 
was accused (unjustly) by 
Committee chairperson Charles 
Cable of illegal canvassing 
for Alan Ingrey. 

Representatives of the 
TAs present at the vote 
included at least four council- 
lors. All of these, including; 


Linda Hibberd, voted for Barry 
Hibberd. 





was set up to discuss how all ravellers 


is factory repairs were to be 

carried out. That panel has 
not met for over six months, 
and now looks to be defunct. 


gold hand 


Meanwhile, Borough Architect 
Terry Roberts, whose depart- 
ment was criticised in the 
report, is to retire early 
with a substantial golden 
handshake - thought to be 
well in excess of the £30,000 
figure quoted in last month's 
HPP. 


The brief experiment in 
liaison between tenants and 
Council is now over. Council 
officers and members are now 
back to practising the old 
"We know what's best" attitude 
at which they've become so 
expert in the past. However, 
the Smalley tenants are refus- 
ing to te down. 


Despite the gross slander of 
Housing Management Committee 
chairperson Charles Cable, who 
said that a "small band of 
tenants sit on any tenant who 
dares to suggest that they are 
happy with the way in which 
work is progressing", many of 
them are far from content. 

And a court case this autumn, 
using a previously untested 
piece of housing law, could 
well bring the whole affair 
out into the open again. 





DOWN 


Leading Performer. (4) 
+ Catch sight of. (4) 
First man to bat. (6) 
+ Form of corporal pun- 
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Waylay. (6) 
. Cabbage, for in- 
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Trials 


Hackney Travellers Support 
Group, which is made up 
of local community workers 
and teachers trying to 
help travelling people 
when they stop in the 
borough, was banned from 
having a stall at the 
Shoreditch Festival because 
the committe thought they 
were too “political”. 

A member of the festival 
committee told the HTSG 
that “political trouble- 
makers were being banned". 
This apparently included 
some black groups, who 
allege that they were 
not allowed to have 
stalls, 


Hackney Council gives 
a grant of £15000 each 
year to the Shoreditch 
Festival, which manages 
to employ a full-time 
organiser. His job is, 
Presumably, to improve 
community relations. Does 
this mean that the festival 
can select which members 
of the community can be 
allowed to exhibit at the 
festival? 


BADGES 


-ANTI-MILITARY BADGES 
-FEMINIST BADGES 
-ANTI-TORY BADGES 
-HUMOROUS BADGES 
-ANTI-NUKE BADGES 
“BADGES FOR EVERY 
OCCASION. 





LATEST: MULTI-COLOURED 
PEACE SYMBOLS. 


20p EACH + S.A.E. 

BIG DISCOUNTS FOR 

BULK ORDERS. 

TROJAN PRINTING SERVICES 
85 DALSTON LANE 

LONDON E8. 

SEND FOR OUR CATALOGUE. 
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London Transport in 


The decision taken last week at the County Hall to 
increase bus and underground fares will have an immediate 
effect on the two thirds of households in Hackney 
without the use of a car. The fare rises, averaging around 


133% will mean that the cheapest bus ticket will be 13p 


from September the 21st. 


In recent years, with job opportunities scarce in the bor- 
ough, more and more people have been using the buses to 


travel to work in the city. Routes such as 


the 243 and 253. 


People using these services will be among the first sections 
of the community to be hit. But as services deteriorate 
further, especially through overtime cutbacks, then it 

vill not be long before everyone suffers. 

This is an important issue, although one which does not 
attract such popular support as racism or nuclear power. 
Over the last two years Hackney has lost two routes, the 97 
and 256, in an area already lacking train services. It is 
time that much more support was given to this issue. 


The only solution that has been provided by the County Hal 
so far has been to continually raise fares. In the long 

run this can only help to undermine the idea of a public 
service responsible to the passengers it carries each day. 


The eve of another rise in 
London Transport fares is a 
timely moment to look at the 
background to the present 
crisis. 

The current financial dif- 
ficulties are a direct result 
of the fact thet London Trans- 
port was last year forced by 
the Tory-controlled GLC to 
budget for an unrealistic 13 
per cent inflation rate. This 
has kd to fares failing to 
cover the rising costs of 
transporting the six million 
people who use it each day. 

Added to this has been the 
prolonged series of reduct- 
ions in the subsidies that 
London Transport reCeives each 
year - halved over the last 
three years until now they 
amount to only around 20 per 
cent of its revenue. 

Although fares have in- 
creased faster than most other 
prices over the last four 
years, at wound 58 per cent, 
the deficit continues. 

The present recession has 
also added to LT's problems. 
Bus journeys alone have de- 
creased by 10 million a month, 
starving the system of badly 
needed cash. Added to this 
has been the greatly reduced 
number of tourists travelling 
around London due to the cap- 
ital becoming one of the most 
expensive places to visit, and 
the high exchange rate has 
meant fewer tourists can 
afford to come anyway. 

But the latest crisis is 
nothing other than another 
stage in the continuing decline 
of LT. Fare increases can do 
nothing to halt the deterior- 
ating service leading to over- 
crowding on Tubes, filthy 
trains, cancellations and 
those oh so familiar and lon- 
ger bus queues. 

Faced with increasing com- 
petition from the private mot- 
orist the LT Executive chose 
to regard its customers as more 
or less a captive market. It 
did little to attract custom- 
ers, and invested little money 
in making improvements to the 
transport network. 

As fewer and fewer passen- 
gers used London Transport, 
those remaining had to cover 
the same costs - since as econ- 
omists will tell you most of 
LT's costs are fixed and do 
not alter much with the number 
of people who choose to use 
its facilities. 

Many people now think that 
the fare increases at the 
start of the 1970s were badly 
judged since they greatly 
added to the exodus of people 
away from buses and Tubes. 
Under the Labour controlled 
GLC, prices were held down 
through subsidisation, parfy 


because public transport was 
regarded as a social service 
for those people without cars. 
Little importance was attached 
to ideas about subsidising 
public transport in order to 
make it more attractive against 
the car. 


Since 1977 the GLC under Sir 
Horace Cutler has discontinued 
this policy, cut the subsidy 
and made LT raise its fares 
to cover costs. 

The connection between the 
GLC and LT has been a crucial 
one. Operating under the 1969 
London Transport Act, it is 
the GLC who has overall con- 
trol, including financial, 
over LT. Changes in political 
control over the GLC have rob- 
bed LT of any clear long-term 
commitment either to the GLC 
or its passengers. 

Now it is widely rumoured 
that Sir Horace would dearly 
love to rid himself of such 
a political time bomb as LT 
is likely to become an the 
near future. 

Instead of GLCcontrol a 
new LT Authority, perhaps in 
private hands, would be 
created. 

Whether this will provide an 
answer to the problems now 
faced by LT is as questionable 
as the traditional solution 
of increased labour productiv- 
ity. It is low productivity, 
the result of overmannnng, 
which is said to be the main 
culprit behind the deficits. 
But even if LT could dismiss 
12,000 guards, bus conductors, 
ticket collectors and porters, 
still half of the present 
deficit o £135 million would 
remain. 

In the battle of words 
between staff and management, 
it was the former who received 
a fresh supply of ammunition 
recently from the publication 
of Watergate-type leaks, of 
the PA International report 
on the workings of the LT 
Board. It said that the Board 
lacked, amongst other things, 
“agreement on its objectives; 
is preoccupied with day-to-day 
operations and discusses 
strategic issues insufficiently,’ 

As recognition of the poor 
leadership provided by the 
Board, the GLC has announced 
the dismissal of the chair- 
man, Mr Ralph Bennett and at 
the same time gave him a pay 
rise of £8,000 a year: A 
truly remarkable move when 
there is so much talk of 
savings. 

The problems faced by LT 
are shared by other urban 
transport systems around the 
world. When we look at other 
countries we find that the 
greatest difference is in the 


crisis again 


The next time you wait 
half an hour for a bus and 
feel like hurling abuse 

at the conductor remember 
that the cuts in bus 
services affect the public 
and staff together. 

Very often it is the bus 
crews who have to bear 

the brunt of insults. 

At the same time the 
pressure on crws increases. 
The working conditions for 
bus crews have seriously 
deteriorated, Staff are not 
being replaced, while 

the management seems bent 


amount of subsidisation given. 
With around 20 per cent of 

its revenue received in sub- 
sidies, LT has the smallest 
support in the world. 

LT was able to do without 
large subsidies longer 
than other cities because 
workers! wages fell in relation 
to the national average dur- 
ing the fifties and sixties. 
But crippling staff shortages 
between 1972-4 put an end to 
this. 

Also other countries recog- 
nised the advantage of subsid- 
isation in reduced congestion 
and welfare benefits, when 
London Transport was ¢i11 
preoccupied with making ends 
meet. 

In contrast, Paris has fol- 
lowed through an imaginative 
programme of investment in 
public transport. Both the 
bus and Metro services have 
been expanded and increased 
the number of passengers carr- 
jed by over 20 per cent in 
10 years. Generous subsidies 
amounting to over half the 
running costs have enabled 
the Metro to employ a flat 
rate fare throughout Paris. 
And this has encouraged the 
increased use of the under- 
ground system, which cuts 
the cost in subsidy, and 
reduces the city congestion 
dramatically. 

There is no question that 
LT has been shabbily treated 
in that it has been subjected 
to a long series of short- 















on creating an'artificial 
shortage’ of crews by 
raising standards to 
unjustified levels. 

Every time the fares are 
increased the assault on 
staff increase dramatically. 
So-called "Bad-Buses" also 
add to the pressure. The 
Fleetline series of buses 
are constantly prone to 
break-down, while also 
possessing poor handling 
characteristics in wet 
are only operating at 
around 75% normal service. 
As a consequence of the 
various shortages crews 


Fine new 
7 Suburban 


sighted expedients, including 
large fare increases without 
any long-term plans. Inevit- 
ably the people to suffer most 
have been those people who 
use it. One can only hope that 
bus and Underground crews re- 
fuse to raise fares, as they 
decided to do in Glasgow in 
1977. 





Alternatives 


There have been attempts 
to get LT passengers and 
workers to unite in a 
campaign to get a better 
public transport system 
for London. The big 
transport unions organised 
a "Save Our Services" 
campaign around the time of 
the last GLC electims in 
1977, basically as a PR 
job for Labour 's candid- 
ates in those electis. 
It didn't work, and Labour 
lost. 

A year or so earlier 
the Fare Fight campaign 
thought up the ingenious 
system of encouraging pass- 
engers to take direct action 
against a massive fare rise, 
under the slogan, "Travel 
Now, Pay Later". Passengers 
‘were encouraged to pay only a 
0p fare cm the Tube, and the 
then hand in a slip saying 
that LT could collect the 
money from them later, if 
they so wished. This 
exploited an apparent legal 
loophole, and the campaign 





have been asked to work 
longer hours.But under 
the new Bus Plan 80' 
overtime hours will be 
cut. This is going to 
seriously affect the 
weekend services. This 
will not only lead to 
longer queues but also 
to lower earnings for 
crews who tend to rely 
on overtime to make up 
their earnings, 


Bus crews are constantly 
being spied upon, both by 
inspectors in uniform, 
and inspectors in’ plain- 
clothes, called "spots" 
who travel on the buses 
to make sure that the 
conductors collect the 
correct fares and that 
no fares are pocketed. 


Apart from this there 

is the "garage Managers 
Book". Every misdemeanour 
has to be recorded, 
whether it is for wearing 
the uniform incorrectly 
or for actually sitting 
down on the bus! 


Promises, 
Promises 


The Labour Party has promised 
that it will bring down fares 
if it takes over the GIC next 
May. In May 1973, it made 
the same promise, pledging 
that it would take the first 
steps towards bringing in a 
“cheap or even free" system. 
In fact, in 1973, fares were 
held down for a time, and 

the number of passenger- 
miles travelled went up. 

But then, of course, policy 
changed. The Government 
insisted on cuts and fares went 
up three times in 18 months. 
And they've hardly stopped 
going up since. 





ran for over a year, until a 
ruling fram the Lord Chief 
Justice no less brought the 


action to a close. But the 
campaign never succeeded in 
really uniting passengers 
and workers together - and 
it only operated cm the Tubes. 
The most succesful action 
taken against a fare rise 
in recent times was in Turin 
in Italy in 1972. ‘There was a 
revolt by passengers who 
refused to pay the new fare 
and the workers refused to 
collect them. Eventually the 
company climbed dom, and the 
rise was cancelled. For a 
few days, the same situatio 
existed in Glasgow in April 
1977, when workers from 
several, but not all, the 
city's bus garages refused 
to collect a fare rise. 
Without official unim 
support, they were defeated. 
The less of these is 
clear. Direct action by pass= 
engers and workers together 
can change policy. But it 
takes a determined campaign, 
and mass support. 
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Acute Problem of Health 


In October 1979 the City 
& East London Area Health 
Authority was faced with 
a serious problem. Was it 


the acute shortage of hos- 


pital beds? Was it lack 
of resources? 


No. The Area Health Authority 
(AHA) was worried about the 
"serious overspending" in the 
City & Hackney Health District, 
and how best to amputate an 
already disabled local health 
service. 

What they did was to imple- 
ment "temporary reductions in 
service” in the district, 
reductiams which included a 
15% cut in acute medical pro- 
vision (i.e. cy and 
surgical facilities). Although 
all hospitals in the district 
suffered cuts, the future of 
St. Leonard's, in Kingsland 
Road, locked particularly 
bleak. 

‘Apart from the closure of 
four surgical wards and the 
shut-down of of the Accident 
& Emergency Department bet- 
ween the hours of 8pm and 
8am, there were also plans 
to cut all surgical facili- 
ties in the hospital. If 
this happened, then emerg- 
ency cases would have to be 
transported all the way down 
to Bart's. hospital in the 
City - or even further. 


OPTIONS 


over 8 months’ ago, and the 
AHA's scalpel has been poised 
over the hospital ever since. 
Understandably, staff morale 
has been deteriorating. 
Nurses have had to cope with 
overflowing wards while down 
the corridor other wards are 
lying empty. For them, further 
cuts would signal the end of 
St. Lemard's. 

Sensing this mood of desper- 
ation both inside and outside 
the hospital, the AHA appoint- 
ed a Working Party to assess 
the future role of St. Leon= 
ards. The group's chairperson, 
Rev. Michael Bourne, and all 
but four of the fourteen 
members of the Working Party, 


were co-opted fram the City & 
Hackney management team or its 
parent body, the AHA. 

After 180 hours of deliber- 
ation, in which evidence was 
heard from St. Leonard's staff, 
@s, consultants and commnity 
groups, the Working Party con- 
cluded that there should be 
some reducti in surgical 
facilities. The question was, 
how much? In order for St. 
Leonard's to function within 
existing cash limits, they 
said it would have to provide 
a "viable mix of acute and 
non-acute services", but its 
major role would be as a 
secondary hospital, dealing 
with long-term care and 
rehabilitation. 


A&E AXED 


The three options put for- 
ward in the Report by the 
Working Party all omtained 
some general medical services, 
with the possibility of a 
Day Care Abortion Unit and a 
Minor Injuries Unit. But des- 
pite pleas from commnity 
groups and Gs, no provision 
was made for the existing 
Accident & Emergency Depart- 
ment. 

‘The Report gave very feeble 
excuses aS to why the Accident 
& Emergency (A&E) Department 
should be closed, and general 
surgery reduced. It was 
claimed that "full accident 

and emergency services were 
adequately provided at st. 
Sains and Hacmey hos- 
pitals", and "the need for , 
general surgery is diminishing 
because of advances in medical 
care". In reality, all the 
neighbouring hospitals’ emer 
gency beds are fully stretched, 
and the only way they can cope 
is to release patients before 
they are fully recovered. 

To justify the removal of 
the A&E Unit at St. Lemard's, 
the Report proposed the sett- 
ing up of a District Admissims 
Policy. Its function would be 
to refer all emergency cases 
in the district to available 
beds in any of the local hos- 
pitals. In practice, the 
District Admissions Policy 


will only serve to hide the 
nurbers of people tumed away 
fram hospital beds, and will 
make the admissions procedure 
more conplicated - and far 
more costly. 


AHA 


However well-intentioned 
the Working Party was in sec- 
uring a "viable" future for 
St. Leonard's, their recar- 
mendations spell a reduction 
in medical services for the 
borough - something that 
Hackney can ill afford. And 
there is no guarantee that 
the AHA will pay any heed to 
these proposals. In the light 





of a recent report on the 
AHA's financial position, it 
is more than likely that they 
will close down all surgical 
facilities at St. Leonard's. 

This attitude was expressed 
by several people at a public 
meeting held recently by the 
St. Leeard's Working Party. 
There seemed little point in 
discussing the 3 options, so 
people felt, when there was 
no assurance that the local 
health service would be im- 
proved. 

Qne worker from Bethnal 
Green Hospital believed that 
none of the optis would save 
St. Leonard's, as they were 
not adequate enough. "You are 
transfonming St. Leonard's on 
a cash basis and not on com 


WORKERS RIPPED OFF 





Hackney Councillors were 
acutely embarrassed last 
month when garment union 
officials told them one 
of their own sponsored 
factories was exploiting 
its workers. 


These facts emerged at a 
meeting of the Special Hack- 
ney Economic Development 
Committee (SHED) on July 7th, 
when a deputation of repres- 
entatives from the clothing 
industry and the National 
Union of Tailors and Garment 
Workers (NUTGW) called on 
the Council to lend more 
support to ailing businesses 
in the area. 

The deputation had compiled 
a report on the effects of 


the present economic recess- 
jon on the local rag trade - 
a recession which has thrown 
over 5,000 Hackney people 
out of work in the last six 
months alone. The report 
also outlined a number of 
measures which would help 

to save jobs, local invest- 
ment and, in the long run, 
the industry itself. (Whether 
the government will take any 
notice is another matter.) 


local level 


On a local level, the 
union representatives asked 
the Council's Economic 
Development Unit (a body 
which acts for SHED) to give 
more financial aid towards 
the setting up of factories 
in the district. At the 
moment the Council has given 


financial aid to four factor 
jes, through the Hackney/ 
Islington Partnership scheme, 
and another ten firms are on 
the waiting list. 

It was one of the four 
sponsored factories - Gold- 
mans - which the garment 
union reps. accused of 
exploiting its workers. They 
told the meeting that when 
they sent some of their mem- 
bers to this factory, they 
were ‘informed that the man- 
agement would only take on 
staff who declared themselves 


self-employed - thus forfeif- 
ing their employment rights. 
union 

questions 


Having stunned the council- 
lors into acute embarrassment 
over the performance of their 
‘model' enterprise, the union 


officials asked if in future 
the NUTGW could be consulted 
when decisions about helping 
new businesses were being 
made, and ‘that a code of 
conduct outlining employment 
conditions be drawn up. 

On’ behalf of the SHED mem- 
bers, Cllr. Kotz assured the 
deputation that consultations 
with the union would take 
place in the future. But isn't 
jt asad irony that a ‘Labour’ 
council seemed so unconcerned 
about the rights of workers? 





unity need", she said. "The 
Naticmal Health Service is 
being systematically run down: 
first by the pale blue line of 
the right-wing Labour govem- 
ment, and now by the dark blue 
line of the Tories." 


BARTS 


Lynne Hame, of the Hackney 
Health Campaign, asked on what 
evidence the Report assumed 
that Barts and Hackney hospi- 
tals could cope with the extra 
accident and emergency cases 
when the unit at St. Leonard's 
closes. This was answered not 
by menbers of the Working 
Party, but by a Barts worker, 
who talked of patients there 
queuing up in the wards wait- 
ing for beds to empty. “Today 
the airing of beds doesn't 
exist anymore", he said, and 
he added that if there were 
another Moorgate disaster 
barts would not be able to 
cope with the casualties. 

When the possibility of a 
Day Care Abortion Unit was 
discussed, Rev. Bourne was 
quick to point out that this 
was only a tentative sugges- 
tion, and he added that the 
Abortion Unit in Newham was 
not being fully used. He 
ignored the fact that over 
60% of women seeking abortion 
in Hackney are forced to go 
privately. 


DECISION 


The whole questi of the 
future of St. Lemard's canes 
down to how much money is 
available, and current govern- 
ment policy is to spend as 
little as possible @m the 
National Health Service - a 
service already paid for by 
the people who need and use 
those facilities. 

The AHA will make its deci- 
sion m@ St. Leonard's in 
Octcber; for the community, 
the choice is either to take 
the Authority's bitter pill, 
or to demand more money and 
a service that answers to 
their needs. 





Hackney Women's Aid has 


recently opened a telephone 
advice line for wamen. 


It provides help for those 
who need to find a refuge, 
and also gives advice on 
matters such as housing, 


It also offers support for 
women who would like to talk 
about their problems and 
discuss altematives. 

The Advice Service is open 
Thursdays 1-Spm, an 249 8334, 
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MOUTHWATERING 


MECCA- 


If you tried to think of a 
typical London food-dish, 
there wouldn't be many to 
choose from. One, maybe the 
only, can be found at your 
local East End pie and eel 
shop. 

Why this wholesome, tasty 
and cheap meal has never 
spread any further afield is 
beyond me. 


The shops/cafes originated 
at the tum of the century, 
mainly in the poorer working 
class districts, when it 
might have been the ly 
Opportunity for same folk to 
have a decent meal at all. 
Nowadays, it's still good 
value for money - but the nur- 
ber of eel shops have steadily 
declined over the years (the 
latest casualty being 'Fort- 
unes' in Hoxton Street). 

Hackney is particularly 
well-endowed, in this respect, 
in having the majority within 
its boundaries: the most fam- 
ous being Cockes, in Kings- 
land High Street. 


family firm 


Cookes has been mm by the 
same family since 1910, when 
the present shop was built. 
It still retains the orginal 
Edwardian facade, and most of 
the interior too, and is a 


\ 





HOT OR 


JELLIED 


model of hygiene and cleanli- 
ness. In fact, when it first 
opened, the locals had to be 
literally bribed to enter, a 
most people thought it looked 
too "posh'. 

The interior is light and 
airy, mainly due to the white 
tiled walls, and the two large 
window fronts facing the High 
Street, that hold dozens of 
live eels wriggling about on 
iced trays. If you can push 
by the people who stop and 
gawp at this slippery spec- 
tacle, you'll find that the 
table-tops are of marble, 
with wooden benches in bet- 
ween, and a sprinkling of 
Saw-dust on the floor. 

The place is now owned and 
managed by Chris and Fred 
Cooke, two brothers and great- 
great grandsons of the old 
boy who started it all. After 
touring their kitchen Chris 
told me, "We never have any 
trouble with the Health Ins- 
pectors. In fact, they send 
trainees down to see how a 
clean kitchen should be". 

All working areas are 
stainless steel, the floors 
are regularly hosed down, and 
the door is always open, as 
testament to it all. 


Eels are bought weekly from 
Billingsgate and kept live in 


huge air-conditioned tanks, 
using an elaborate water— 


GLA eS 


Clissold Park, Sunday 10" August, 2-8,. 


= Featuring 


a SPARTACUS 


CHARGE 2 
Myucine Dhrecrons 


wete Zeno 


theatre group: SERIES 


and a Wind 
disco. 


The anti-nuclear movement in 
London has come a long way 
since the first Hackney Anti- 
Nuclear Group festival at 
Hoxton Hall in March 1979. 
At that time HANG was one of 
the few anti-nuclear groups 
im London. Now there are 
groups all over London and 
this is partly due to the 
forum created by the first 
festival. It was there that 
Dr Wakstein gave one of his 
first public talks on the 
transport of nuclear waste 
through London and following 
this, HANG decided to concen- 
trate on campaigning against 
waste transport and have pro- 
duced a basic guide and a 
poster on thé subject. 

This year, we are again 
hoping to herald a new era in 
the anti-nuclear movement, 
the cooperation between the 
CND and the newer anti-nuclear 
groups. So for the first time 
the new Hackney CND will be 
working alongside the Hackney 


Admission tree 





anti-nuclear group in the 
second Hackney anti-nuclear 
festival. 

Whereas the festival last 
year was indoors and had a 
mainly specialist audience, 
we are hoping this year that 
the year of local grass root 
campaigning we have been do- 
ing will bring us a wider aud- 
ience. And so we have gone 
ahead and organised the fes- 
tival at Clissold Park. There 
will be a show of hardware 
alternative technology incl- 
uding a wind-powered disco. 
Charge, Spartacus and Pete 
Zero will provide the music. 
The Survivors will entertain 
you with live theatre and 
there will be raffles, food, 
books and lots more: 





cooling and heating system. 
Four tons of eel are usually 
kept cn the premises, where 
later they are stored, or 
jellied. 

The meat pies are hame- 
made’ and baked in an oven, 
installed by the Gas Board 
in 1947, when it replaced 
the original coke-fired one. 


However, what makes all of 
this food unique, is the 
special parsley sauce, or 
"liquer', that is poured 
over. There is a certain 
mystique, and downright 
secrecy, as to how it is 
given such a creamy 
texture. When I probed 
Chris Cooke a the subject, 
he became as elusive and 
slippery as those eels; 

"Oh no, I can't tell you 
that", he laughed, “trade 
secret, you know". 


live food 


As long as people require 
value for money, Cooke's and 
their counterparts should 
continue, to prosper in the 
competing world of catering. 
Unfortunately, owing to the 
recent increase in 'fast 
foods' and foreign restaur- 
ants over the past fifteen 
years, the East End's tastes 
have changed. 
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Veer meee: Nw 


It is vitally important 
that the young, the parents 
of tomorrow, recognise the 
value of these establish- 
ments; otherwise the eel and 
pie tradition, which began 
over a hundred years ago, 
might disappear altogether - 
and that would leave the 
East End less colourful, 
and a little bit poorer in 
spirit. 


CREATING 


IMAGE 


From out their garrets they 
came, dressed in starched 
fluorescent boiler suits and 
jeans with transparent pock- 
ets (symbolically empty), to 
mingle and chink at the open- 
ing of the "Hackney Creates" 
exhibition. Artists, aesthetes 
and the purely aesthetic were 
there in force, guzzling free 
wine and viewing the creative 
output of Hackney on show in 
a distant corner of the 
Geffrye Museum. 

What does Hackney create? 
Artists, it seems - and lots 
of them, in all shapes and 
postures, standing decoratively 
against existentialist bleak 
white walls, chatting inform- 
ally to one another, lurking 
intently in the shadow of 
their Muse. 

The "Hackney Creates" exhib- 
ition consists entirely of 
photographs of artist and 
craftspeople, taken mainly, 

I might say, by non-members 
of the Hackney Arts Umbrella 
Project. And they were all 
there to see themselves: 
"Dahling, I look dreadful - 
just like a bandit... 

Hackney Umbrella was set 
up in 1978 by local artists 
to "encourage and promote 
the arts and crafts in the 
Borough"and this exhibition 
is intended to publicise 
their existence. 

But why couldn't we see more 


of their work? Some photo- 
graphs showed the artists “in 
the context of their working 
environment", but I could find 
nothing interesting in a pin- 
up of Philip Nichole (Singer/ 
Songwriter) looking laid back 
with a coke can, Nor in Cliff 
Davis in his underwear gazing 
adoringly at Cliff Davis in 
profile. 

To be fair, there are some 
bright spots. In particular 
the work of Mike Grey, with his 
photographs of the Chats Palace 
Theatre Workshop in various 
productions. Unlike most of 
the other exhibits, such as 
Susie Curslake, captured by 
Cliff Davis and looking decid- 
edly haunted, the Chats Work- 
shop members are performers 
by ‘art’ and it shows in the 
success of the photographs. 
Mike Grey's work combines in- 
formality with immediacy and 
action; the photos are full of 
life and detail, and project 
a strong image of their sub- 
jects. They stood out from 
the surrounding sterile rep- 
resentations of self-conscious 
Art. His one picture of an 
‘artist’ at work, Alan Rossiter, 
made no attempt to immortalise, 
to freeze for posterity. It 
catches Rossiter unawares, up 
a ladder with a brush in one 
hand, surprised to be the ob- 
ject of such attention. The 
photos themselves have a beau- 


oa 


Glenn Nunn 





COOKE'S is open from 10 - 6, 
Mon - Wed, Fri & Sat. Closed 
all day Thursday. Late eve- 
ning Mon, Fri, Sat: 8.30-11.%0. 





Price List: 
1 Pie and Mash ..... 62p 
Jellied Eels .... £1.llp 
70p 
Stewed Eels ..... £1.29p 
(with mash) 88p 
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tiful smudgy, light-and-shadow 
texture, which also serves to 
make them stand out against 
their flat neighbours. 

Another (non-Umbrella) ex- 
hibitor whose work stood out 
is Susan Greenberg, who had 
three photographs on show of 
workers at Freeds Ballet Shoe 
works. Who would, I'm sure, 
be mortified to find them- 
selves in such company. Her 
pictures are intimate and 
straight-forward: a woman at 
her sewing machine, a shy, 
conspiratorial grin on her 
face. 

The few photographs where 
the artists/craftspeople did 
come across as immersed in 
their work (as opposed to their 
image) and where you could 
actually see their work, were 
successful in their way.: Rob 
Prangell, furniture designer, 
literally inside one of his 
supboards; Brian Walker, barge 
painter, concentrating on an 
intricate design for a barge 
door; Penny Crump, totally ab- 
sorbed by her pot. 

Mostly, though, the Hackney 
Umbrella group seems to have 
taken the idea of self-advert- 
isement too literally. 1 would 
rather hear the Crawfords' 
flute and lute music, watch 
Patricia Barhidy dancing, see 
the paintings, ceramics and 
sculptures and let them 
speak for themselves. 














1978 saw the mod revival, 
squeezing. its way through 
the punk culture. Through 
the past two years mod has 
worked its way to the top 
of the charts, into clothes 
and into people's attitudes. 

Some of the more famous 
bands that have left their 
mark on the mod revival 
scene are: the Merton 
Parkas, Secret Affair, the 
Chords and, one of the 
earliest and most success- 
ful, the Jam. 

About that time punk and 
new wave was beginning to 
go underground, and mods 
said that New Wave was 
dead, It was true that 
these forms of music were 
making for other things: 
especially ska and blue- 
beat, made popular by 
bands such as the Specials, 
Madness, Selector and the 
Beat. 

Mod has also now made 





way for these reggae- 
inspired beats, But they 
are not just revivals - 
they've all learnt some- 
thing from the New Wave 
of the Seventies. 


PS: A band called London 
PX are looking for gigs. 
Any offers? 





ube: finsbury pk. 





open: Mo-\Sa10-6,Thu 12-7 





Hackney Play Association is 
sponsoring a badge-designing 
contest over the summer. This 
js open to all children still 
attending school and there 
will be two categories - under 
and over 12. The theme is 
"Children Playing”. 

Children are invited to do 
a design for a badge on this 
theme. The size should be in 
a circle up to 20 cm diameter 
(but bear in mind that the 
final badge will be no more 
than 5 cm wide). The words 
“Hackney Play Association" 


a Badge 


must be included, Background 
should be white, with the 
design in not more than two 
colours. Try not to use yel- 
low as it doesn't show up too 
well, but any others should 


lo. 

Entries to HPA at their new 
offices, Community Wing, 
Shoreditch Town Hall, Old 
Street, EC] (tel 739 2394) 
by Friday 30 September. There 
are three prizes in each cat- 
egory, gift vouchers and 
record tokens worth £25, £6 
and £5. 
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Mon 11 


For 6 days CHALLENGE 


and CACTUS JACK 
THE EMPIRE STRIKES BACK 


Mon 18 
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LAST FLIGHT OF NOAH'S ARK 
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A NIGHT AT THE OPERA 
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HACKNEY PEOPLES PRESS 


WHATS ON 


A regular guide to events in and around Hackney 


THEATRES 


NEW HALF MOON 


213 Mile End Rd, E1 
(480 6465) 


From Mon 4th: ‘Pal Joey’ 


A mature, satirical comedy 
from the Rodgers & Hart team. 
With Denis Lawson, Sian Phill- 
ips, Jean Hart, 


Mon - Fri 8.00 pm 
Sat 5 pm & 8.30 pm 


LITTLE ANGEL THEATRE 


Dagmar Passage(Off Cross St) 
NI. 226 1787 
Children's Theatre 


Until 13th aug: 

Briar Rose’ 
Performances (for children 
over 5 yrs): every day at 
3.00pm, except Mon & Tue. 
Special Matinee performance 
(for children under 5 yrs): 
avery Sat. morning at 11.00. 


From Tue 13th: 

fottom’s Dream’ 
Fairy scenes taken from ‘A 
Midsummer's Night Dream‘. 
(For children 7 yrs and over.) 
Performances Daily at 3.00pm 
except Mon & Tue. 


Sats. 16th, 23rd, 30th: 
Special play for 3-5 yr olds 
called ‘Monkey Business’ 
Performances: 11.00 am 





CINEMAS 


KONAK CINEMA 


11 Stoke Newington Rd. 
(254 2415) 


Programmes can change due to 
popularity of films, so check 
with cinema before going. 


From Sun 3rd: 
n't Stop the Music! 
From Sun loth: 
roplane' 
From Sun 17th: 
‘addy Shack' 
From Sun 24th: 
‘ame 


For times of performances, 
please ring the box office. 


RIO CINEMA (254 6677) 
TO7 Kingsland High St, E8. 


For details of performances, 
see advert. on this page. 


Unfortunately there is no film 
preview this month. We hope 
this won't mar your apprecia- 
tion of the latest cinematic 
delights to hit the screens 
of Hackney this month. Back 





to normal next issue, though. 


MUSIC 


SUGAWN KITCHEN 


Duke of Wellington, 
Balls Pond Road, Dalston. 


Irish folk music nearly 
every Sat. night with res. 
band. 

Unfortunately, Sugawn 
Kitchen will close in Aug- 
ust when the O'Neills, who 
have been in Balls Pond Rd 
for 14 years, leave the 
Duke of Wellington. After 
the end of the month the 
music and theatre will go 
to the Irish Club, Eaton Sq. 
A loss to Hackney. 








CROMN & CASTLE 


Dalston Junction, E8 
(254 3678) 


The Heeting Place folk club 
has Irish folk music every 


Fri, Sat & Sun evenings. 


Resident band Cara, Plus 
surprise guests, 
8.30 - 11.00 pm. Free 





for the month of August 


FESTIVALS 


Sat _2nd_August: 
Haggerston Community Festival 
Contact Les Mills: 254 1107. 


Sat 16th August: 

Holly Street Festival 

Contact Gordon Theobald: 
249 6476 


Sat loth: Hackney Anti-Nuclear 
Festival 


At: Clissold Park, 2am - 8pm 
Lots of bands, including: 

‘Spartacus’, ‘Charge’, 'M.D.s! 
plus 'Survivors' theatre group 
and a wind disco. Free. 


MEETINGS 


HACKNEY FIGHTBACK 


Mon 4th: Public Meeting 
at the Trades & Labour Club, 
96 Dalston Lane, E8. 


REVOLUTIONARY COMMUNIST 




















GHATS PALACE 


42-44 Brooksby's Walk, E9. 
(986 6714) 


Chats will be running a limi- 
ted number of events during 
August, and if you attend any 
of the regular clubs or cour- 
ses please check whether they 
are operating. 


Fri ist: Chats. Theatre Work- 
shop Benefit. 
Sat_2nd: Music Hall. 


Regular Events: 
Sundays _at 12.00 noon: 
Lunchtime Jazz 
Thursdays at 8.00 pm: 
lome Grown Music 


TENDENCY 


The Next Step readers' group 
meets every Thursday at 7.30 
at the Trades & Labour Hall, 
96 Dalston Lane, £8. 
Discussions are on racism, 
Ireland, unemployment and 
other important issues. 


Contact: ELWAR, Box 22, 
136 Kingsland High St, E8. 


OTHER 


CRAFT WORKSHOP 226 6001 
The Factory, Mathias Rd, N16 


Creche facilities and coffee 
available. Workshop runs on 
Thursday mornings 9.30 - 11.30 











CHATS TE NOTED GROVE 
From 28th July for 6 weeks: 

‘Summer $ ayscheme 
Weeks 1 - 4 include video, 
film making. 





Sat 16th. Aug: 
Open Air Rock Concert by 
Hackney Musicians’ Coll- 
ective 


Further information from: 
Chats Palace 


Sat 23rd: Conference on 
‘Anti-Psychiatry. 
Organised by PROMPT (Pro- 
motion of the Rights of 
Mental Patients). At: 


Conway Hall, Red Lion Sq, WcL 
10.00am - 10.00pm 

Fee: 50p Claimants/Others 
£1 Others 

For information contact: 

693 OO11 Mon/Wed/Fri 3-10pm. 





HPP is aiming to build up a regular What's On section, 
listing all events taking place in and around Hackney. 
These listings are free, so if you have anything that 
could go in - meetings, plays, benefits, musical events, 
jumble sales, etc - please send us the details. We need: 
type of event, date, place, time, entrance fee and other 
relevant details. Listings for the September issue should 
be sent to HPP, 85 Dalston Lane, E8, before 20 August. 


Se a 





GEFFRYE MUSEUM 
Kingsland Road, E2. 


Exhibition of Photographs 

of people working in the 
Arts and Crafts in Hackney. 
Organised by Hackney Umbrella 


Open till 14th Sept. 


i i 





HACKNEY PEOPLE'S PRESS 


Soggy Summer Fun 


AUGUST 1980 





It has stayed dry 
for some of Hackney's 
Festivals this year! 
Pictures of London 
Fields Festival and 
a street party in 
Lenthall Road by 
Ernie Greenwood. 
bse 








WELCOME 
HACKNEY 
TENANT! 


Number One of the new Hackney 
Tenants' paper, produced by 
the Federation of Hackney 
Tenants’ Associations, is 
now available from your TA 
or from the Federation at 
360 Old Street, London EC1. 


HACKNEY PEOPLES PRESS 


HACKNEY PEOPLE'S PRESS holds 
regular meetings on Mondays 
at 8pm in our office at 85 
Dalston Lane, E8. If you 
would like to find out more 
about us - or volunteer to 
help write, produce or sell 
the next issue - then please 
come along. Meetings during 
August will be on 4th, 11th 
and 18th August. If you can't 
come, then please ring 

249 0311, evenings and 
weekends only. 


HACKNEY PEOPLE'S PRESS is an alternative 
non-profit making monthly newspaper 
Produced by an open group of people who 
live or work in Hackney. We publish the 
the paper because we believe that Hackney 
needs an alternative. tu the commercial 
press to serve the real interests of its 
people. We have no editor and no share: 
holders and no one is paid by the paper 


HPP is your newspaper: anyone who lives 
‘or works in Hackney is welcome to come 
and help us. All decisions are made 
collectively 


WPP is sold through varfous newsagents 
‘and shops throughout Hackney. If you 
think that your newsagent would like to 
sell it, on sale or return, then please 
contact us. nd if you don’t think that 
you can spare the time to become more 
fully involved, but you enjoy reading 
HPP and think more people should read 
it, then please get in touch if you are 
willing to sell a few copies to your 
friends or neighbours or at meetings 


pamnnnnmnnnnnnnnnt 

! Subscribe! 

1 

{i take out a subscription to HPP 
and guarantee regular delivery! | 

1 Just send a cheque/PO for £2.40 § 

I packney People's Press, 

gs paiston Lane, E8. 


Please make cheques payable to 
VP eacixey PEOPLE'S PRESS. 

















Printed and published by 
Hackney People's Press, 

85 Dalston Lane, London 58. 
Telephone 249 0311 (evenings 
and weekends only). 








2 book “Beyond The Frag- 
ments" has provoked an imm- 
ense amount of discussion on 
the left. In less than a year 
nearly 10,000 copies have 
been sold and it has been fe~ 
printed twice. Many people 
have found that the argu- 
ments it put forward have 
expressed their own view that 
the left needs a new method 
of organising if any progress 
towards socialism is going 
to be made, and that an auto- 
nomous socialist-feminist 
movement must be part of that 
struggle. 

So in February a group of 
about 40 people from around 
the country came together to 
discuss what should be done 
next. (The group has since 
swelled to about twice this 
size.) These were people in- 
volved in many different ex- 
periences and political trad- 
itions - some involved in 


parties and left groups, from 
the women's movement, tenants’ 
groups, radical trade union 
organisations, anti-nuclear 
and anti-racist groups, soc- 
jalist bookshops and centres, 
alternative newspapers and 
socialist music and theatre. 
What they suggested was that 
there should be an event or- 
ganised later in the year, 
open to anyone hoping to 
develop a new form of social- 
ist politics. Somewhere bet- 
ween a festival and a confer- 
ence, it would involve music, 
theatre, workshops, general 
discussions and activities 
for children. 

It was hoped that this 
could be over a weekend, but 
it proved impossible to find 
a suitable venue in the time 
available. However, it was 
possible to organise a one- 
day event, and this is to be 
held at Leeds University on 


Saturday 30 August. Obviously, 
this means that the programme 
cannot be as long as was 
once hoped, but there are 
still plenty of things happen- 
ing. 

There will be a short open- 
ing plenary, then workshops 
on the vision of socialism 
that we are fighting for. 
This will take in different 
themes - from housing, the 
welfare state, socially 
useful production, the anti- 
nuclear movement and radical 
media, plus other subjects. 


Common 
Vision 


Further workshops in the 
afternoon are intended to 
explore the kind of links 
which could be possiblebet- 
ween socialists in different 
movements. The organising 
group has agreed some basic 
guidelines, suggesting 
themes such as past experience 
of unity, socialist. centres 
and left trades councils. Then 
there will be another plenary, 
and in the evening, both 
rock and folk music with, 
amongst others, Leon Rosselson 
and Frankie Armstrong. There 
will be plenty of activities 
for children - many of them 
organised by children them- 
selves - and a creche for the 
under fives. 

"No one," the organisers 
say, "is trying to set up a 
new party." What they hope 
will emerge is a loose but 
connected movement of people 
who would organise similar 


events locally and regionally, 
which would strengthen the 
activities of all the differ- 
ent constituent groups; a 
movement which would involve 
activists from different 
socialist traditions, but 
sharing a common vision. A 
one-day event can only indic- 
ate the possibilities of this 
movement. It will certainly 
be suggested at Leeds that 
there will be a much bigger 
event organised next spring. 

The final shape of what 
happens on 30 August will be 
determined by the people who 
come along, who will be people 
like you. Registration will 
be £2 (more if you can afford 
it) with music and food extra. 
Camping and creche available. 
There will be a fares pool 
system, so don't worry if 
you have to come from a long 
way away. 

For general enquiries or 
registration forms, write to 
Beyond The Fragments, 39 
Kelvin Grove, Liverpool 8, 
tel 051-727 4608. To register 
direct, send payment of £2 
per head (cheques payable to 
Beyond The Fragments) to Jo 
Fitzpatrick, 14 Midland Road, 
Leeds 6. Transport will be 
available from London. For 
details look in Time Out the 
week before or ring 249 0311. 


"Beyond The Fragments", by 
Sheila Rowbotham, Hilary 
Wainwright and Lynne Segal, 
is published by Merlin Press 
at £2.25. 





PETTY BUREAU 














